Hamlet Act II
Scene I
Polonius sends his servant to France to spy on Laertes.

Ophelia is upset and frightened because Hamlet grabbed her and was acting crazy.  
Polonius decides that Hamlet must be “crazy” with love for Ophelia, and plans to inform the king.

Scene II

King Claudius and Queen Gertrude have sent for Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, courtiers and friends of Hamlet.  They ask the young men to spend time with Hamlet and try to find out why he seems so sad and is behaving so strangely.

Polonius brings Voltemand and Cornelius to report to the king about developments from Norway:   The current King Fortinbras has forbidden the young Fortinbras from attacking the Danes and the young prince has agreed.  As a reward, his uncle gave him a large sum of money and permission to “go attack the Poles.”  The elder Fortinbras has now appealed for Claudius to allow young Fortinbras and his army to pass through Denmark peacefully on his way to attack the Poles.

Polonius explains to the king that Hamlet is “mad with love” for Ophelia and presents a love letter written by Hamlet as evidence.  
Polonius says they should plan to hide behind a curtain and observe Hamlet’s interaction with Ophelia.  The king and queen agree to give this a try later. 
They leave and Polonius encounters Hamlet, who acts crazier than ever.  He calls Polonius a fishmonger and pretends not to recognize him.  
As crazy as Hamlet seems, Polonius recognizes that some of his ramblings seem to be well thought-out, sarcastic, etc.
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern encounter Hamlet and Hamlet immediately realizes that his mother and uncle have sent them to “get information” about him.  Hamlet explains to them that he is “mad sometimes…and other times sane.”  What does he mean by this?

An acting troupe comes to town and Hamlet commissions them to perform The Murder of Gonzago.  He plans to insert an additional scene into the script that will really emphasize the similarities between the play and what happened to King Hamlet.  By watching his uncle’s face as this play unfolds, Hamlet believes he will be able to determine if his uncle is indeed guilty.

